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VOLUME 19

CEFLECTTONS
"IN A SLWAMP

A ) o/e/;g/,z‘ i
Zhe fear of the Lo ( Isaah 1:3).

Z, Professor Seismo, an exp/or/‘nﬂ a
| /arge swamp locdled in the southern
| United States. What /‘o//oa)‘\S are the
\ | Aandeoritden notes of Y d/\SC’,oVer/e\S._

' DW I My Aends are Z‘l‘eMA/fﬁg anc:oﬁfro/—-
| Jably, which makes it all the harder Zo

by ";j d’oarna/ . The stard of rhy Seoamp explor—

aion Chis aflernoon Seemed innocent
enough, but only a fecs hours into sy
ﬁ/',ée I Ffel/ Upon a 50@38 poo/ of
sticky, black mud. Tt cwas necessary

| o wade through a poo! of whad seered
N /ite ordinary caer in order Zo reach

‘ 3/~oanc/ Chdd was riore 51/{/‘%@5/8 for foot
Yravel. Litt/e did T knoew thad /ar,é/'/jg
Just .ée/ow the surface was ?a/‘c(f
sand.” Once rty boot was Firmily planted
i Z‘//e poze, I started o slotoly sink

|\ and I couwld not stcp 1/ descent! For
| several runutes T experfenctgo/ S heer

| horror, Z‘/I/n(/ng Z was going o perisAh.
Clo//edz‘/hg /)'n/Se/f; L cried owt Zo Zhe
Lord in prajer, and Yfe then resninded
e of Isaah 432, When you pass
Lhrovgh the waters, I will be with yout.”

CREATOR

‘I - Suddenly, as £ éy Sone sruracle, I

e

NUMBER 3

noticed a /oa_)—-/’/anjznj cypress branch

| about two feet oVer//eczd Z /mpa/slv.e/y

3ra‘ééea' Lhe tree's * outstretched hand’
and slowly, panfully pilled ryself
out of the aful! rmuck. Now thad
I Ve made camp for the ’7’3/71‘ , Chese
; M@‘&SZ‘/C cypresses 3/\/3 me Zhe
impression LA they are enormous
Sentries ” wdz‘a/]/ng " over me. 'foa/ay‘\s
events Seem to be a presmontion of Che

very rea/ dangers here. Yet Zhere /s a/so ' |

beawty and tranguility mixed in — I am |
nowwo mel eith a S?fannmg 5,@/ of sof?
orange thad s 3eni/y Z‘rdn\S/’orM/ng into |
an oi/]era)or/c//y \//o/ef /M(e
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What a strange rix of gualities are
preSeniec/ Ay 2his Forest — an orprous
/’orefoc//nj M/ng/ed with an rnefFede
peacefi/ness — especially after sy

narrow escape. I 'm Compitied to
remaning brave in py explordtions through
the COM/'ng da/s becavtse there looks o
be an almost endless treasure of delig/ts
pofni/‘nj me 2o Christ's 3/ory. Bz 3
mUST not Slip into Further carelessness,
as there are stories of men going insane
Just a few dass after geteing lost in the
Seoarmp, and Some were never heard Fronr
aja/h.l Jlz ‘5 been sad thad we cannot /ove
or cherish whad e do not knoww, and
Chis seerrs Crue of the Swarp and Che
One who credded iZ. 7Therefore, I resan

resolwute 2o e)(//ore. e caref’a//y.

DAY 2: In sowuthern U.S Swamps, the
Cypress tree ( 7avodiwurr oistie reerr)
£ills the role
of a 44%/550/78
species. Kising
uUp 12 2o 1s
Stories from
UnsSeen depths,
these conifer—
ous bearties
Seerr o project
a 3/7052‘—//,63
appearance. Many
C',/amps of
Spanish moss —
an epjptyide © —
can be Found

' 3roa)//73 on

heir branches.

WOrr s oFd S c/eS{gn of Zhe cypress /s
unmadched amrong adll tree species on
Earth. The hearteood of the Cypress —

Sometimes known as ” wood eternal — i

contans a cherucal called cypressene,

A

which is a ndurd preservaive.
Cypressene makes its cwood extresely
resistant to decay by Fungi and terputes.
Ths fedtiure Seems essential For
survival in such a wet environment. For
vears, 1i1s imber has been prized Ay
locals for 2hs rot resistance. (Grave
rarkers made from cypress wood have
been knowon 2o /ast 160 vears, and
cypress shingles can survive up 2o 250
vears. The woody frapecoork of these
Zrees 15 also /eﬂeno/a/-y Ffor iZs
/’/e)n%f//z‘y. Hetrricane—Force winds can
bend a cypress horizontdlly 907 without
Al‘ea,é/‘nﬂ ke, 77]3 Zree //Afera//y 5//4/735
back 2o an apr{g/n‘ position once the
Aurricane has passed.

7 he largest cypress trees resind me of
medieval calhedrals cwith buttressed
outer wdlls. (Sope cypress probably
started growing before the advent of the
Midd/e 43&5 DIRTE f/?oug/ll‘ ¢hat Zhe
-/’/ar/ng of the Lrunk helps provide the
Zree 5(@5:‘//4/ n wdader. 4/0/73 with eodder
tupelo (Nyssa apuaticd, cypress trees
possess knobs” or precsudoptores.
These " knees,” as they are also called,

are a part of the root System and stick
Up out of the wdder near Che Cree s
base. Thelr function is not clearly
wunderstood, but thought Zo Hhelp the
ree release carbon dioxide into the ar.
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As I Ffeast Upon Lhese wonders of the
Seamp surrounding e, a holy dread
again overtakes me as I »1 resinded that
the Ffear of GGod /s et/eryw/)ere reflected
in iZ. But instead of ov/erw/]e/m/nﬂ e
with an I‘Mpa/Se Zo flee, I am dgd/h
experiencing an wunexplanable peace
CActs 9:31). I'mr lempted o conclude
A Che greatest peace we Can experience
here on Earth is Found where he Greatest
fear of (God I's on c//Sp/ca/ i
Mlg/ll‘ Fee/ in the eye of a Aurricane.

as one

But what is godly Ffear? Tt can't simply
be the intensity of emotions that Fear
produces. I ‘1 comvinced in 1y heart
thdat 3oo’/y fear — SZ‘rong or 5//:9/71‘ = S
an apprefiension of God that /s coupled
cith peace (and probably such more
than peace). But if peace is lacking,
Zhen Che fear e are eXper/'enc/ng /S
‘slaish,” that is, carnal or #leshly.

Z'm1 inclined 2o think thad apard From
God's 50%‘3}‘8{9/7 retle and ‘/‘a\SfoCe — and
2he holy Lerror that walks with therr —
Zhere can be no peace. A)/Zere the Fear
of the Lord reigns, there will be wltimate
and Crue Lranguility. Surely, the Puridan
pastor Thomas Manton was right when
he Laug/it that godly fear is a grace From
our lord o be exercised as one wses
s /é{/?jS Zo Sreddhe. Never have I been
rerunded of’ such truth as in Chs Swanp.

DAY 3 Another plant had adds Zo 2he
ot fereoor/dly appearance of the seoamp is
duckiceed, the world's smallest #lower—
/nj plant. Deckioeed z‘yp/ca//y grows on
the surface of wdaler, forming an
etherea/ carpet of agua-green. This
et 74 3rowz‘/7 /s rnot on/y SZ‘rz‘(/‘h\g Zo
observe, but helps protect the seamp
as cwell. Duckeeed is o the swamp as

our liver is Yo owur 50:/}/. Collectively,
rillions of these iny #Floating plants
help clean and detoxity the water of any
poISons or excess chemicals that may
be introduced into tHhis edoSySZ(eM,

Just below this lajer of duckeoeed, the
codder 1S Staned reddish broeon, gving it
2he look of black tea. Our lord Jeswus
wUSes dead leaves and bark that have
Ffallen into the Swamp o creale this

* blackeodder” appearance. Yis \SZ‘ee/?/ng of
Che wdader changes not only its color
but also its cheristry. Keleased orqanic
acids can lower Zhe /9% o 3.0 — 2hs s
e?a/va/enz‘ 2o the acidity of vinegar
(acetic acid) — ac/o/fnﬁ Zo the Sz‘rangeness
of 2his place. And I am struck by Zhe
COMp/eX/iy of these organ/‘c acids.
hen I compare Che rmolecular
Structure of d‘asz‘ one of these acids
(Zannic acid) coith the acid Found in sy

stormach /]ya'roc/]/ oric acid ) 5E, \/)7

amazed. . . .
Jesws could
Ahave used a
rntch Sirpler
acid o acid-
#y Seoamp
wder. But
>§//‘5 choice
of Severa/
Such o/:gan/c
acids helps
Zo derion-
Strate the
wuntad horiable complexidy of c/e&gn e
has Sewon into TS ecosy/sten (Komans
1:33). A)/'Iy did e ac/d/‘f’y the wdler in
the £irst place? Certanly Christ has
tashioned many plants and animals that
can thrive here, but I have saASefaenz‘/y
learned 2ha many more cannot, £inding

3@@@0

§ tannic amdb
: 0 HO b
oH

H =hydrogen HO H—Cl
O=oxygen
Cl=chlorine HO  OH

hydrochloric acid
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125 acidic. environment too Forsndable.
This IS one eoay God liruts he number
of organsms A may /ive in the scoamp.

AL the bottor of the "tea cup” of
brewed waler is a lajer of muddy
Sediment and S/OAJ/y—c/eCOM/?oS/Ang leclt”
litter. tithin CHs world of rmuck and
detritus /ive countless srall
invertebrates. One sample I took of the
Seoarp bottorm the other day 5&(33&5&5
that as many as 6,000 " creepy craolies”
reside in just one sguare yard 4 Sguare
MeZ‘ef) of mud. TH's included crca/ﬁs/v,
clams, worns,
snals, shrirp,
amplupods,
and a whole
host of
insect larvae.
THh's is no
p/QCe For
éa/‘e Fect !

*

DoASonf?y larva

Al of these a//'en—-/oo,é/ng Credtures
‘speak” of a Creddor who is other-
a)or/a//y in His holiness. THhs ruth /s
central to the Bible: " It is the LOo/D of
hosts whorm you should regard as
/70/y. And He shall be your Ffear, and He
shall be your dread T oG sela) ) e
you rnot Fear Me? declares the LORD.
‘2o you rnot Zremble in My presence? i
(Jeremtah 5"22). And a)/?}/ /s it A e
Showld Fear the Lord? Verses 22-24
explan: He is our holy Crealor. Ncdere,
and I 2hink especially this sewarp, /s
whispering to us dafl, * The Creator is
fearful; Ffear Hint in Yis holiness! i

The most abundant invertebrate, and
2he greatest portion of the
biomass of southern Swampsy 1S

the crafish. The vast Atchafalasa

Sewamp in Louisiana has 29 species of
cra/fishy and craffish rake wp one-
2hird of the animal biomass of the
state. But why did God supply scoarps
with such a /arge number of these
credtures? Possibly because many
animals — birds, raccoons, large #154,
Zurt/es, red foxes, muskrads, water
snakes — depend wpon cra/sfish as a
Source of food and enerqy.

DAY 4 I ve read that a seamp can
overwhelm visitors, eS/PeCl'a/ /y CIAZ'y fo/,é
not accustomed o the Sheer volume and
density of its vegelation and wildlife. T
certanly hae been astonshed by the
armount of life Christ Jeswus has placed
here. Like Zhe Yropical ranforests of the
cworld, the many organisms Found in ¢his
unigue ecosystem proclam that our
Credtor 15 the lord of Life (i 'ﬁ'moi/ly
6i13). As a result, I 've learned o focus
on a Ffew Z‘ﬁ/‘h\gS a a Cime. Ta,ée £lora/
scents: There are so many Scoeel and
wonderfu! smrells emandading Front Zhe
Seamp s countless Flowers, that I m

Clockewise: swamp lily (upper 1eFD), qolden clud,

p/c(’ere/weed, 5/7052‘ orchid, cardinal Flower (cester)
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Z‘ry/ng Zo enjoy Zherr one St a@ a ire.
Flowers Freguently pierce the aé/‘?a/‘ioas
green here with all Che colors of Zhe

ranboco.

So 1y 2hings contribute o the
Seoamp S orrnous reputdalion, and this
includes its Flesh-eating plants —
bladdercorts, swundews, and numerous
pitcher plants. (I havent found any
Venus £y 2raps ; apparently they are
Confined o the coastal swamps and
bogs of the Carolinas D Fordundtely +or
7”e, /e A‘ig&sz‘ Prey that these
carnmvorous plants consume are Small
Frogs and mice, though they usudally
dine on insects and spiders. But why
did owur lord Jeswus make them this
eway? I Ve \saésefaenz‘/y learned Zhad Zhe
soil in rost Seamps 1S /ow in
nutrients, especially ritrogen and
plhosplorus, so these rmuch-needed
reals of Flesh provide Zhe p/anZ‘S with
essential nutrients, a gift From the
caring hands of our Zrictne God.

DAY st Without a dowbt, reflections of
God's 3/o/~y are woven into this an/?ae
ecosysten. But the swamp continues
2o resnnd me Chal among s altributes,
s Zerrifying character is chiefly
represented — a character we can both
adore and revere with holy fremé//nﬁ.
And I am struck again and again &y
examples of Christ s beaudy that
accompany the Frig/tful 2hings fere.
WS éea;(fy IS Sometlimes subtle and a
Sharp eye i5 needed o see /2. This
rmakes me think thad there must be a
naderal tie—in between beaudy and fear.
] ‘\/e expel‘feHCea/ a taste of this Fear
when Meez‘/‘nﬂ Soneone who 1S Aandsore
or beautiful, or Someone of Lrue

*

nobility. At Lhad moment, I ‘1 often
beset cwith anxiety and am wswally left
with a loss For words. But /s it
Auran éeauz‘y and dignity that rcke me
nervous, or am I experiencing the fear
of’ GGod — the God who created this
/oveliness and dignity in 2he First place?
I3 Z‘/}/An,é /.Z(‘S 2he latter Aeda&(Se Sonre—
limes I am o a Sirvlar loss for words
c/escr/é/nj Che beauties of Lhis Seoamp.

In ndletre, I hae often Found Zhdd
there Is a Aidden Zerror in éeaaz‘y and a
Aidden beaudy in Lerror. An example of
2he Former can be Seen in Some of the
flowers Jesus has Sown into 2his
Seoarp. These #lowers are wusudlly
geite beawttiful, but not a Few are also
very dangerous, though you wouldn 2
knoeo it A}/ /ooéfnj a 2hem. Many
contan chericas
?al‘fe Zoxic i~
consuned. And
as far as Aidden
beattdy in terror,
Zhe al //3(250/‘ /s
a 3000’ exam/)/e..
Terrif’y/nj as
2his creature
iS5, it makes an extremely dedicated
parent. In this case, the " beady” of
Zhe a///gator /s
not like that
of a #7 ower,
but it's God's
rad ferly care
5/7//7//73 Z‘/7roa3/7 ‘
Z2he pa/-enz‘/nj
o skills of this
- N beas?.

azalea

i Toxic Swany,

So, oo, we See Aidden Zerror in Mﬁy
and Ffudden éecwz‘y in Zerror on Zhe pages
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of Scripture. The Temple cas a
magnificent place (Psalm 27:4), but i
became ?w‘z‘e /zor/-/‘f'y/ng 2o Nadab and
Abhee cohen 2hey entered it irreverently
(Lleviticus 101-3). And there are biblical
instances when the soil of aé‘ecz‘
lerror has bloomed with God's beady,
as in the case of Ninevah's repentance
under the preac/]inﬂ of” Jonat (Jonahr 3).

*

My Sweet Lord Aas 3racfoa5/y a/lowed
e Lo See many reflections of Yis
beatity throughout the world. But I ve
a/so discovered 2had Some of Che rost
\Siann/'nﬂ examples of’ YIS created
éeaaz‘y don't come easily. Such is the
case of the resplendent orc/id +locoer.
Jeswus has Aidden severa/ exguisite
5/986/65 of orcids in Sewamps and
ranforests all over the cworld. And it
has only been with gread e NeaY
Strenctous /7/(//73 z‘/7roa3/7 roa3/1 Zerran
and /7/3/7 /7&(/)1/0’/‘4/ — that I hae obServed
Zhenr in Che wild.

But flowers are
ntt 2he only Z‘/7/'*§5
Z(/Zaz‘ a/azz/e iﬁe
eye in the Scoamp.
Our ' Lord's birds
also computrncale
s [oveliness.
I¢'s not hard Zo
be resrtinded Zhat
Christ owr Credtor
IS perfect in

- holiness when
we 3ef a 3//‘/)1/53
of e pure white of a gread egret. Even
Zhe 5/[0’8/\5 Ahere a//‘S/?/a/ an alien Aeaaty
of” 2helr oeon, a/i/70a3/7 L SL(SPQCZ ¢hat
Some folks /yn‘g/)z‘ See in these ejg/m‘ -

e

Great egref

\ A

Ye/lowo 5ara/en 5/9fa/er (4}3[0/3 aurartsa)

/e&gea’ credlures rore lerror than

beartty.

Day after day I " glimpsing more and
rmore of CAS alien /oveliness in Zhe
Seoamp and it continues o point me
back o the /nescqpaé/e. conclusion: Our
SbeawtliFu! God 043/75 o be feared. TF GGod
created Zhe Aeaaz‘y we See in the world
around ws and the purpose of this beaudy
15 o be the prase of Yis glory, 2hen
our response should be one of 5od/y
fear, showldn'? i2? * O worship the Lok
in the éeaaz‘y of” holiness: fear before
Him, all the earth’ (Psalm 969 KIV).
And agan, ‘praise Yim for the splendor
of s holiness” (2 Chronicles 20:21
NIV). The 152h century pastor, John
Gill, commenting on Chis second verse,
sSa/s 2hat we shoeld ” pra/Se God , who
iS5 glorious in holiness, whose beattty
lies in His holiness, and who is holy in
a/l His wass and works.” Pastor Gill
30&5 on Zo Say, * He Is S0 much the
object of the fear of good ren, e IS
called Fear itselt” (sSee GGenesis 31:42).4
7 he Sewamp 1S one of Yis works. So
¢he éecwlz‘y of the Swarp can be sad o
be set wupon the foundation of God's
holiness — beaudy and Fear come
Zogether and Zake center stage here. we
can only enjoy them, however, in Zhe
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Care we tafe Yo humble ourselves
before owur Creddor.

DAY & As with dll ecosystems, our
Lord Jesus wuses several abictic factors
Ceoatery wind, Fire, sald) 2o mold the
Seoarmp environment into whad e cwants
iZ Zo be. 5&)&/)1/5 ”ay receive water
From our Creddor's hand via Springs or
raintall y ©F Fronr Che overflow of an
adjacent lake or river. I ve discovered
that a dypical deeproater seoamp,
hoeoever, showld be Z‘/]oag/lf of as a
forest with an extremely 5/040-»10\/1)73
Fiver creeping its way through iZ. 7The
Zerrr " deeproater "is a litt/e M/S/eda///g
Chough. My deth measirements revea/
2hat this swamp IS nho more than rine
Feet (Zhree meters) deep, coith an average
of two or three Feet (one meter).

Ahy there are so many ways God wses
Swamps to entertan us with His glory!
The niumber one reason houseplants die
/'S £From o»/erwaz‘er/ng. Yet here I sit in
the rudst of a garden perpetually
“overwddered” for much of the year, and
the scamp plants Chrive. Jesus is
Sl‘mp/y a/r/az/nﬁ .. . howw does e do iZ?
Many plants found in other ecosystens
cannot tolerate Che leve! of roistire
that 2he Sewarp recelives 5 ohre benetit of
this fact /s thdd /’ore{gn Species of
plants are prevented #rom esz‘a.é/is/p‘nj
Chemselves Aere.

Sometimes Zhe oppoS/Z‘e oCCUrS—

) droug/ht. But, God wuses this Zo
proclas His goodness as well. Our
Lord has placed peat deposits in the
soil of most swamps For those times
when there is /itt/e or no ran. Pead
acts as a spongey relanng morstire For
/on3 periods and sapp/y/‘ng wader to the

*

many moisture=loving plants. At other
Zimes ) 600/ 3/‘3&2/}/ p/-o/ongS a a/roag/lf
and causes a Swamp o dry wp. Ye then
stards 17 ablaze aS/ng /e //:3/71‘17//73 Fron
a hunderstorm. Fire helps Co reduce
wunwoanted Species of plants and animals
that are alempting Co invade Che scamp
From surrounding ecosystems, agan
5/7c>a)/n3 wus Ys Scm/ere/:gn 300007&55.

The presence or absence of salt in the
wdder 3/‘6625/}/ &ffects the kind of
organisms Ffound in the swamps all over
Zhe 3/056. The sSowthern Cypress
Swamps of the Uniled Stales are
freshwodder ecosystemns. But many
Swamps around Che world are salteoader
wet/ands, and display plants and animals
a’es{gnec/ é/ (God o Zhrive on/y in such
a runerda/-rich environsent.

DAY 7 As with amy healthy Forest,
Shrubs are common in Sowthern
deeproaler Swamps. These incl/ude deart
pal meto, \//'rﬁ/n/'a coillow, seeet
pepperbush, spicebush, and possum
hawholly. Growund cover consists of

Y

Dear!” palmetto

\/irﬁfn/a Creeper, poison iy, green briers,
Fferns, St. John's word, madencane, and
nett/e. Netdle can be particular panful
i ou brash up against ity as I knoeo
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all Coo well. &/en the vines appear
Menacing. Vines are very common and
groew rmammoth in Size. The 54{,9,9/9'526%
Vine, /ike a snake, has /e aA‘/fZ‘y Zo wrap
itself around just about any stationary
oé/'eci s Sl prez‘z‘y Creepy.

The swamp continues Co clearly
Communicade that God rist be Feared.
This is such avital message in a corld
¢hat sad/y fears (God so /[itd/e. Becattse
of inherent danger and difficuldy, some
Folks hae no desire o explore swamps,
and ChIs s understandable. Yet they
also rus5s5 owt on a wealth of a/e//g/;z‘s.
There are So many anz‘?ae reflections
of our Scoeet Lord's character and
divine attributes here, and not Just
those that elicit fear. As I ve Seen, the
sewamp proclams Christ 2o be our
beartiful Prince of Peace. But e can
on/y fa//y 8'3/05/ it i£ e embrace Vs
Aeaaz‘y and Yis peace with holy
Z‘remé//ng, and i’ we accept that the
Seoamp possesses certan unaoidably
Frightful 2hings.

Surely the Dutch Ketormer, Wilhelrus
& Brakel, helps to center our Z‘/l/n,é/ng
when he writes,” Be assured that God
eorll gve you a Fearfu/ and Z'remé//ng
heart as long as you do not Fear i r1,
So that you will £ind neither rest nor
safety anyeofrere Ce/sed.” te wiill never
knowo truce peace if we TRy o dirnnish
Che Zerror of who (God IS in owr runds 3
i will only create anxiety. e need to
nurture in our hearts that He /s
Cerrifling, and then seek shelter in Hfim.
Pastor & Brafe/ goes on Zo say thad £
we ” neg/ecf o thus focus wupon the
Lord and fear Yim continudlly Cee coil/
bel vulnerable o all kinds of sin.” So a
proper fear of God is a/so a sure tonic
against cickedness. Pastor d Brake/
concludes A}/ 563//'/73 that, “ the /ivelier

*

Che fear of God is—the less pocer cill
Sin Aave over you . T heretfore in the
future commut yourself fully 2o
Lenderly fear the Lord your God 'S Amen.

IZ is 2/s Zender Fear of rny Creator
¢hat I am nurluring eoithin CAiS Swamp
and I coant Zo exper/ence iZ all 2he rore!
My Cime here IS on/y hal# over; T look
Forward to the other f/)/nﬂS Jesws eoill
Shoto me Z‘/7roa3/loaz‘ /s ecosysten
and, Lord a)///fnj, hoeo He will wse 2her
Zo Zeach me more aboud Himseltf

| Professor Seismo (STZE -~ mo) is a fictitious character.

2 Spanish moss is not a moss at all, bid belongs Zo
Zhe bromeliad fam//y. An ep}p/,yz‘e S a //wrz‘ [ %a
/ives on another //anz‘ et hoetld ﬁQI‘MIAIg iZ. Orchids
are also classified as epip/ytes.

3 A giart cypress felled at the beginning of the last
century was thought 2o be 1600 years old. IF so, i2
started Zo groew a/é(rf/g 2he time of Athanasius and
Zhe Council of Nicea (325 A D).

o John Gill (692270, Commentary on 2 Chromcles.

5 Wilhelmus & Brake! (435120, 7re Fear of God.
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