© 2016 by HIS CREATION

BIRD WATCHING

Observing Christ’s avian wonders

kids' kreation L

WHY STUDY BIRDS?

* Because Jesus made them (Psalm 145:5)!

* We honor God by enjoying His handiwork.

* Our Heavenly Father knows every bird that
Jesus ever made (every individual bird,
not just the species!); let’s be like our
Fatherin Heaven (Psalm 50:11).

* Birds proclaim something of the character
of our Creator (Job 12:7b).

e Our Lord uses many types of birds in His
Word to teach us both about Himself and
ourselves.Here are just a few examples:

e a sparrow (Matthew 10:29-31)
*a dove (Luke 3:22)

*a hen (Matthew 23:37)

e osfriches (Lam.4:3; Micah 1:8)
e a swallow (Proverbs 26:2)

e vultures (Matthew 24:28)

* Should we not know the creatures we are
commanded to care for (Genesis 2:15;
Proverbs 12:10)7?

e Allthe above can lead us to worship God!

Equipment for birding:

*pbinoculars

* field guide or bird app
*notebook

epencil

*hat and sunscreen

e drinking water

* good shoes/hiking boots

Bird groups have been given
very colorfulnames.Here are
a few examples:

* A murder of crows

* A parliament of owls

* A charm of finches

e A company of parrots
* A gaggle of geese

e A party of jays

* Asiege of herons

* A bevy of quail
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CROSSWORD

— The Words—used=—re
CROSSWLRD-are taken
from the article found.in
CREATOR Vol 21 Num 1.

Great blue heron — Photo by Mike Baird CC BY 2.0

Answers fo CROSSWORD found in
kids’ kreation #84

Down: 1. HEART 2. ENTERTAIN 3. ANGELS
4. GARDEN 5. GATE 6.BOREDOM

Across: 1. HALLELUJAH 7. MARRIAGE
8. OBEY 9.ENJOY 10.ENEMIES

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

Down

1. Birds have the largest —relative to body size—of

any vertebrate.
2. Flying burns a fremendous number of

3. Jesus placed within birds numerous air ____that
communicate with their lungs.

5. The powerful gizzard is to a bird what our are to us.

6.The muscles of a bird are found in its chest.
7.The tern migrates 9,000 miles (14,500 km).
ACross

2. Feathers are among the most structures in the

animal kingdom.

4. Hummingbirds are the only birds thatcan ____
backwards.

6. insulate a bird against extremes of
temperature.

8. The three basic kinds of feathers are flight, ,and
downy feathers.

9. Jesus made the bones in a bird’s wing hollow to reduce
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MATH CHALLENGE !
If a migrating warbler flies 1,500 miles (2,400 km)
nonstop, how long will it take the bird to reach
its destination if i flies a steady 30 miles per hour
(48 kilometers per hour)? The answer is below.

How many birds can you identify?

Spring and autumn migrations are probably the best
times to observe birds, especially April / May and
September / October. Also, early morning and late
evening are when birds are most active.

As a family, choose several outdoor spots where you
can observe birds: forest, meadow, near a pond or
lake, by the seashore, etc. At each site, spend at least
20 minutes silently observing. In your notebook, record
the location of each site, date, time, weather and
tfemperature, and bird behavior. Using binoculars and
a field guide fry to identify as many species as you
can—record your findings. If you have a sound
recording device, fry your hand at recording bird
songs/calls. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology has
excellent resources for idenftifying their songs. Check
out https://www.allaboutbirds.org/how-to-learn-bird-
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“One generation shall praise Your works
to another” (Psalm 145:4a).
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