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dipping down to minus 225° F and
its thin atmosphere is composed
almost entirely of poisonous gas.

It makes Antarctica look like a
tropical paradise in comparison.

What about the inner planets—
can they support life? For eons,
Mercury and Venus have baked
under the relentless stare of our
sun. Both of these worlds are
unimaginably hot. At high noon,
Mercury hits 800° F, and on Venus
the surface tops a bacon-crisping
870° F! (By comparison, a typical
oven has a maximum temperature
setting of 500° F to 600° ) Our
Lord Jesus has also blanketed
Venus with an oppressive shroud
of carbon dioxide and sulfuric
acid rain. So could life exist here?
Not likely. NASA has stated that
if you traveled to Venus, “You'd
be crushed, smothered, dissolved
and melted—not necessarily
in that order. Don’t go!”

What about the outer planets—
is there any chance we might
find living things there? Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune are
essentially enormous balls of toxic
#.. gas (hydrogen and methane) and

helium. These worlds lack water
and a solid surface, and are far
too cold for complex life. There is
some evidence that Jupiter’s moon
Europa may harbor sub-surface
oceans that could perhaps support
simple organisms. But the large
inner satellites of Jupiter—Europa,
as well as To, Ganymede, and
Callisto—daily endure an onslaught
of intense radiation in the form of
high-energy electrons produced

by Jupiter’s massive magnetic field,
which surrounds the planet like

a belt. This radiation belt would
certainly fry anything living on

the surface of these moons.

There is also considerable
international effort being applied
to the discovery of “extrasolar
planets,” that is, planets orbiting
other stars. Also known as
“exoplanets,” the 700 or so located
thus far are approximately the
size of the gas giants Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune.
So it’s extremely unlikely that
life could exist in these places,
unless their composition is vastly
different than the gas giants
with which we are familiar.

In sharp contrast to these
desolate, alien planets, Jesus
has graciously given us Earth,
rich with verdant forests and
grasslands. Today, the catch
word “green” has come to

represent “life” in modern
thinking. This greenery is
also proof that moment by
moment our beautiful God
faithfully renews the face

of our breathtaking world
(Romans 11:36). At the heart
of most environments are
green plants—the foundation
for life. Jesus uses plants,

for instance, to stabilize the
a4 climate of Earth’s jungles, as
I wellas provide food and oxygen
L8 for creatures living there.
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