“LONGEVITY

2 I l ave you ever wondered how long

you will live or when you will

die? People are unique among God’s
Creatures because we can ponder such
questions. No fish or bird of insect
worries about death, as far a5 we
know. Elephants mourn the passing
of a member of their herd, but there is
no evidence that they recognize their
own mortality. We alone fear death.
Itis not surprising, then, that many
scientists labor to understand why
some organisms live longer than others.

The study of longevity in Christ’s
creatures has produced wealth of
fascinating information. Tf we examine
the life spans of animals we immediately
see a general trend, sovereignly set into
place by God. Larger mammals, such as
the rhinoceros, the hippopotamus, and
the elephant, can 411 live 40 years or more,
On the other hand, the chipmunk, the

hamster, and the diminutive shrew—each
a relatively small mammal—may thriye
fewer than five years. (In the shrew’s

case, it is often less than ayear.) But
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stature alone does not always predict
longevity. The resilient beaver may
swim the ponds and rivers of Earth for
30years, yet 2 similarly sized Opossum
usually survives two years at the most,

Scientists have actually found that
brain size is a more accurate indicator of
life expectancy than body size, Mammals
with large Craniums, such as whales,
dolphins, and apes, tend to live much
longer than mammals with smaller brains,

Another Very important way of
determining a creature’s longevity i
measuring its metabolism. T seems that our
Jesus blesses each of his creatures
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Fo
r to me, to live is Christ
and to die is gain.
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